
E
Writer

…that’s you

Earn an A.S. Degree in English
at Clackamas Community College

We offer four focus areas:

Literature
Creative Writing
Comic Studies
and Publishing

PUBLISHING
Want to be part of the writing that gets 
published? Study the art and practice the craft of 
bookmaking. Learn the process that turns a story 
into an artifact. Work as an assistant editor and 
collaborate on a variety of original publications 
featuring new and established authors. 
Coursework includes publishing the renowned 
Clackamas Literary Review.

COMIC STUDIES
Dare to be original? Our program is the only 
one of its kind in the country. Examine comics 
and graphic novels to learn the medium’s history, 
rhetorical forms, and narrative structures. With 
Clackamas county serving as the home base for 
a thriving comics community, students will focus 
on the creative aspects of comics production while 
learning first-hand from the best in the business.

CREATIVE WRITING
Have a passion for storytelling? Explore existing 
work, study theory and craft, and learn how to 
apply these conversations while generating new 
work. From poetry to fiction, nature writing 
to digital storytelling, practice conventions of 
different types of creative writing. Develop a 
writing voice and style and learn about current 
publishing opportunities.

LITERATURE
Born to read? Study your favorite authors, 
discover new classics, and explore literary theory. 
From medieval epics to Elizabethan drama to 
postmodern dystopia, engage with the stories that 
shape our perceptions of who we’ve been, who we 
are, and who we might someday become. Learn 
to read English literature closely, applying literary 
theory to understand and explain what you read.
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CAREER PATHWAYS:

Where can a degree in English take you?
English majors graduate with the ability 
to analyze the words of others, think both 
critically and creatively, research ideas and 
positions, and organize their own thoughts 
into effective and articulate forms from 
web content to grant applications, business 
proposals to novels. Because of these skills, 
the National Association of Colleges and 
Employers has ranked English as one of the 
top-paying liberal arts majors, with average 
starting salaries above $40,000, and often 
rising much higher in the ten years after 
graduation.

The employment opportunities that 
accompany an English major are myriad. 
One obvious example is the field of 
publishing. But English majors rarely 
stop at the obvious. Their skills apply 
equally well to public relations, marketing, 
advertising, and copywriting. In a business 
setting, English majors often find success 
as communications managers, web 
developers, researchers, project leaders, or 
administrators. If you want your words 
to reach the lives of others, English might 
guide you to the areas of law, government, 
and public policy. For those who truly 
love filling a blank page, English can 
lead into creative writing, speech writing, 
professional blogging, or technical writing. 
And the careers of professional writer, 
librarian, and teacher are ideal if you find 
that your love of English is uncontainable 
and must be shared.

PROGRAM OUTCOMES:

Upon completion of an A.S. Degree in 
English students will:
1. Identify research methods appropriate for 

specific topics.
2. Interpret and analyze a variety of texts 

based on close reading and analysis.
3. Construct sound academic arguments 

that prove an understanding of rhetorical 
conventions and diverse audiences.

4. Rewrite and edit work after reflection 
upon peer and instructor feedback.

5. Collaborate with peers on writing 
projects and presentations.

6. Connect with four-year institutions to 
explore transfer opportunities.

Creative Writing, Comics, and 
Publishing students will additionally:
1. Complete a short play, screenplay, 

series of poems, collection of creative 
nonfiction pieces, compilation of short 
stories, and/or text for a graphic novel.

2. Demonstrate an understanding of 
independent publishing and production.

3. Discover opportunities for professional 
publishing and production.

WANT MORE INFORMATION?
Contact A.S. degree advisor, Taylor Donnelly,
at 503-594-6159 or tdonnelly@clackamas.edu

English Department
www.clackamas.edu/academics/

departments-programs/english-department

E
Reading and writing skills have 
never been as central to our 
lives as they are right now.

Within the course of a day or an hour, 
we are bombarded with information 
on our televisions, computer screens, 
and devices. We write socially, 
creatively, professionally, and 
academically, and we do so on our 
phones, tablets, desktops—on pieces 
of paper. An A.S. degree in English 
prepares you to successfully navigate 
the world of words and images. If you 
live to read, take advantage of the vast 
array of literature courses we offer. 
If you’re the creative type, explore 
our creative writing and publishing 
courses. If your passion is graphics, 
study comics with us.

Welcome.


